



Abla Art Foundation: Preserving Legacy, Fostering Dialogue, and Shaping the 
Future Through Art 

The Abla Art Foundation (AAF) stands as a testament to the vision and values of Mohamed Abla, 
one of Egypt's most renowned contemporary artists. With a career marked by national and 
international acclaim, Abla has always believed in the transformative power of art to inspire change, 
shape communities, and bridge cultural divides. Through AAF, this legacy of creativity, activism, 
and collaboration continues to thrive, offering a platform for artists and institutions to engage in 
meaningful dialogue and impactful projects. 

A Vision Rooted in Artistic Excellence and Social Responsibility 

Born in 1953, Mohamed Abla studied Visual Arts in Alexandria before embarking on a 
transformative journey through Europe. His trip culminated in his first solo exhibitions in Germany, 
which became a defining moment in his career. Returning to Egypt, he deepened his artistic practice 
and began gaining widespread recognition both nationally and internationally. Celebrated for his 
unique style and ability to capture Egyptian everyday life in a way that resonates globally, Abla has 
exhibited across the world and participated in numerous international biennales. 

Abla’s early days were shaped by the guidance and support of Egyptian pioneers such as Seif 
Wanly, Hamed Nada, and Hussein Bicar. Their artistic as well as personal mentorship not only 
honed his practice but also instilled in him a profound sense of responsibility to uplift and guide 
future generations of artists. Beyond his artistic accomplishments, Abla has consistently 
championed the preservation of Egypt’s cultural heritage and the protection of its communities, 
sharing their stories with audiences worldwide. 

In Kom Ghorab, Abla spearheaded an initiative that harnessed the power of art to save this historic 
Cairo district from demolition, transforming its streets with vibrant murals. Similarly, he played a 
pivotal role in safeguarding Qorsaya Island, a Nile island once under threat of investment-driven 
displacement, by leading art demonstrations that empowered its residents to recognize the 
transformative role of art and community. Further cementing his impact, Abla was one of 50 
individuals selected to draft Egypt’s 2014 constitution, underscoring his contributions and influence 
to both cultural and national progress. 

Driven by a commitment to give back to the world of art from which he has gained so much, Abla 
has devoted himself to nurturing talent and fostering the global exchange of ideas. Inspired by his 
teaching experience at the International Summer Academy in Salzburg to nurture young talent and 
foster the global exchange of ideas, Abla founded the Fayoum Art Center (FAC), a vibrant hub for 
artists locally and internationally. FAC also houses the Caricature Museum, the first Museum of its 
kind in the MENA region dedicated to celebrating the art of caricature as a historical and cultural 
document. These initiatives, among many others, exemplify Abla’s unwavering commitment to 
using art as a tool for education, connection, and societal impact. 



Abla Art Foundation: A New Chapter 

Building on the success of FAC, the Abla Art Foundation was established to expand this mission on 
a global scale. Transitioning into a foundation allows AAF to operate as a formal NGO, providing a 
structure that amplifies its ability to collaborate with institutions, schools, museums, corporate 
organizations, and other foundations and NGOs. 

This new chapter reflects a strategic decision to broaden the foundation’s reach and impact, 
enabling it to create tailored programs for different entities and audiences. As an NGO, AAF can 
more effectively engage with international institutions, secure funding opportunities, and ensure the 
sustainability of its initiatives. By leveraging this framework, AAF aims to amplify the role of art in 
shaping dialogue, preserving heritage, and building bridges between cultures. 

Programs and Initiatives 

AAF’s programs emphasize the universal power of art as a medium for connection, education, and 
social transformation. Designed for diverse audiences, these initiatives focus on fostering 
meaningful collaborations and impactful engagements. By offering customized and adaptable 
solutions, AAF ensures that every partnership aligns with the needs and objectives of the entities it 
works with. 

A key focus of AAF’s mission is its Art Residency Program, which welcomes residents from 
various art practices. These residencies, facilitated through grants, scholarships, and opportunities in 
collaboration with other entities, offer participants a chance to refine their practice and contribute to 
global dialogues on art and culture. Through partnerships with institutes, universities, and like-
minded organizations, AAF creates pathways for emerging as well as established artists, students, 
and researchers to immerse themselves in diverse creative environments and broaden their horizons, 
fostering growth, inspiration, and exchange at every stage of their artistic journey. 

Art mediation remains a vital component of AAF’s approach, integrated into curatorial concepts to 
ensure museums and cultural spaces engage new audiences and resonate with diverse communities. 
The foundation recognizes that art, as a universal language, has the power to bridge cultural gaps 
and foster dialogue between nations. 

Now, more than ever, humanity is in need of meaningful communication through art and culture. 
The Abla Art Foundation is steadfast in its commitment to collaborating with ambassadors of 
change to create programs that inspire, educate, and unite. 

Through its innovative initiatives, dedicated team, and unwavering vision, the Abla Art Foundation 
is poised to become a beacon for art and culture in Egypt and across the globe.


